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We believe'that a small seed
in the hands of a child can
transform a
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We are growing with students in
14 nature-based
school gardens

in West Michigan
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B OUR 2024 IMPACT
430 classroom garden and nutrition
e ° classes taught in 2024
o " QT
reacne
e 2 64 1 m <‘ 10,229 fresh food tastings served to
©_-

students
students

3,848 plants given to students, planted
@@ in school gardens and donated to

families and organizations

AFTER AYEAR OF GARDEN AND NUTRITION EDUCATION, A 2024 SURVEY OF PARENTS REVEALED:

e 88% of parents believe it is very important for their child to learn about healthy eating and/or physical activity
070% of parents report their children eating more fruit

066% of parents report their children eating more vegetables
094% of parents report their children are more physically active




In the
2024-2025
school year, we
will provide
monthly garden
and nutrition
classes in
58 classrooms.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cb6EOhTuuVg

A new community garden at
Family Network of Wyoming

FAMILY WELLER H.O.P.E. o \@&» E

LANDSCAPE SUPPLY NW NETWORK AUTO PARTS Gakdehf A’LOYMENT PROFESSIONALS
OF WYOMING helping other people eat
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-tiFnsh12c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-tiFnsh12c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-tiFnsh12c

New Fences at Godfrey-Lee ECC and Elementary
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Kent County MI(HIGAN HOPE

Kent ISD Food Policy Council FITNESS
A Committee of ENTF helping other people eat




We’re thankful
for all of our
volunteers!

Whether you're
a regular or
lend a hand

when needed.

Your support
means so much
to us!

H.O.P.E. o\ @
Gardene




OUR STAFF

Julie Brunson Debi Whelan Holly Smith Andrea Shingledecker Sarah Samosiuk
Executive Director Program Administrator Lead Educator Educator Educator/Garden Manager

Kathy Bego Josh Usadel Angie Bruder Mitch Dahlstrom Angela Violet April Williamson
Garden Educator Garden Educator Garden Educator Garden Educator Accounting/Human Greenhouse Manager
Resources



OUR BOARD of DIRECTORS
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Sarah Chatterly Ja’Keem Badger Sandy Bergh Regan Gibson Julie Brunson
President Vice-President Treasurer Secretary Executive Director

Rich Brunson Renee Terbeek Kerri Zeiler Amiya Haywood Lily Williams
Board Member Emeritus



2024 PRESS RELEASES
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Community U S DA
Connection e ———
Growing Hope: H.O.PE. Gardens Click to read: Farm to School
Click to listen as Executive Director provides essential food and resources Grant Program Awarded Project
Julie Brunson shares how H.O.P.E. for Wyoming families - WKTV Journal Descriptions
Gardens inspires kids and families to FY 2024

grow their own food.

SECOND WAVE NSCHOOL

Michigan NEWS NETWORK.

Click to read School News Network article:
Youth Mentor Gardens grow food, family, and Growing Skills and Knowledge by Cultivating
community in Grand Rapids area. Produce.



https://www.wktvjournal.org/growing-hope-h-o-p-e-gardens-provides-essential-food-and-resources-for-wyoming-families/?fbclid=https://www.wktvjournal.org/growing-hope-h-o-p-e-gardens-provides-essential-food-and-resources-for-wyoming-families/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHk_txleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTIs2z3SprQ7P4jtI09xPzvrJbC2YGRF47gikYwXbOoTXzEiD95JZE7wjA_aem_KgB147Y9QoMOGFHckPcR8g
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/features/youthmentorgarden08082024.aspx?fbclid=IwY2xjawHlAD1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHeovVBTzok4wvYG2Suoe1_Pk6xcwwjD8GoqkjxgnIdZoMBsAsGGDwNYvnA_aem_MGfPVRAwKJTJRXGrHQh_Hg
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7b9PSNiIKLI2EaQ4azYyTe?si=WSJxs7F4TC6joYKvv7_XMA&amp%3Bfbclid=IwY2xjawHk__hleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHRADrBtrenOpExzySb-z3HUwpcXVBV0-PLBcnxmnq9HagxAorZMiPB6Khg_aem_0xUt5llvBDrEL1hZF3sfqA&amp%3Bnd=1&amp%3Bdlsi=92477d62293f47b8&nd=1&dlsi=acc35156c79f4376
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/fy24grantawards.pdf#page=24
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/fy24grantawards.pdf#page=24
https://www.wktvjournal.org/growing-hope-h-o-p-e-gardens-provides-essential-food-and-resources-for-wyoming-families/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHk_txleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTIs2z3SprQ7P4jtI09xPzvrJbC2YGRF47gikYwXbOoTXzEiD95JZE7wjA_aem_KgB147Y9QoMOGFHckPcR8g
https://www.wktvjournal.org/growing-hope-h-o-p-e-gardens-provides-essential-food-and-resources-for-wyoming-families/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHk_txleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTIs2z3SprQ7P4jtI09xPzvrJbC2YGRF47gikYwXbOoTXzEiD95JZE7wjA_aem_KgB147Y9QoMOGFHckPcR8g
https://www.wktvjournal.org/growing-hope-h-o-p-e-gardens-provides-essential-food-and-resources-for-wyoming-families/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHk_txleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTIs2z3SprQ7P4jtI09xPzvrJbC2YGRF47gikYwXbOoTXzEiD95JZE7wjA_aem_KgB147Y9QoMOGFHckPcR8g
https://open.spotify.com/episode/7b9PSNiIKLI2EaQ4azYyTe?si=WSJxs7F4TC6joYKvv7_XMA&%3Bfbclid=IwY2xjawHk__hleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHRADrBtrenOpExzySb-z3HUwpcXVBV0-PLBcnxmnq9HagxAorZMiPB6Khg_aem_0xUt5llvBDrEL1hZF3sfqA&%3Bnd=1&%3Bdlsi=92477d62293f47b8&nd=1&dlsi=acc35156c79f4376
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/features/youthmentorgarden08082024.aspx?fbclid=IwY2xjawHlAD1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHeovVBTzok4wvYG2Suoe1_Pk6xcwwjD8GoqkjxgnIdZoMBsAsGGDwNYvnA_aem_MGfPVRAwKJTJRXGrHQh_Hg
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/features/youthmentorgarden08082024.aspx?fbclid=IwY2xjawHlAD1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHeovVBTzok4wvYG2Suoe1_Pk6xcwwjD8GoqkjxgnIdZoMBsAsGGDwNYvnA_aem_MGfPVRAwKJTJRXGrHQh_Hg
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Our partners support school
and community gardening
and make our work possible
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of Community Resources A partments

The Garden to Table Seed Company
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