
WHO WE ARE

H.O.P.E. Gardens is a 501c3 nonprofit organization based in the greater Grand Rapids, Michigan area. H.O.P.E 

means Helping Other People Eat, which we do by empowering people to grow their own food affordably and 

sustainably. Our push-in school program for grades K-12 combines hands-on gardening with 

grade-appropriate classroom instruction that follows Michigan educational standards.

A SUSTAINABLE APPROACH
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SCHOOL programs
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Our goal is to teach an approach 
to gardening that empowers 
students and families to grow 
healthy food for themselves and 

their community. 

This approach relies on the involvement of parents, educators, and community volunteers to come alongside 

students in the garden. We encourage schools to identify an educator and a parent who are passionate 

about garden education and willing to serve as the primary points of contact with H.O.PE. Gardens.

We believe that a productive garden, student education, and 

active community engagement are the three components that 

constitute a successful, sustainable garden experience.

 We also offer after-school and summer gardening programs. 

Please contact us for details and pricing about these options.

https://hopegardensgr.org/


PROGRAM description & fees

GARDEN INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

H.O.P.E Gardens staff, along with parent and student volunteers will install the school garden. Students will 

participate in planting and tending the garden using seeds that were harvested by students the previous fall 

and heirloom plants they grew from seed earlier in the year. H.O.P.E. Gardens provides summer 

maintenance.

$4,000/year

$200/class

$2,000 one-time fee

contact us for pricing

contact us for pricing

School Program (one garden experience/lesson per classroom)

Additional Classroom Lessons

Regenerative Garden Installation: 25’ x 25’ garden (500 sq. ft.) 

Customized Sensory Garden or Butterfly Garden

After school garden clubs or summer garden camps

  

CLASSROOM EDUCATION

Our Garden Education Program includes a classroom garden lesson for each class. Students will be exposed 

to every aspect of growing organic food in a regenerative garden from planning, seed starting, planting and 

tending to harvesting.  

FAMILY and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Our program is most successful when families and community volunteers get involved in promoting and 

helping in the school garden.  Your school can plan volunteer events that raise excitement about teaching 

kids to grow food.  H.O.P.E. Gardens will host weekly Summer Family Gardening gatherings while school is 

on summer recess.

FEES  All fees include labor and supplies.

https://hopegardensgr.org
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IN ADDITION

In addition to programming we will provide plants and seeds for the school garden, garden tending by our 

staff,  weekly summer family gardening and bi-weekly garden updates as a resource to teachers who would 

like to use the garden for supplemental activities. These updates highlight what is currently happening in the 

garden along with garden activities they can choose to implement with their students.

https://hopegardensgr.org/
https://hopegardensgr.org/


Teacher-led classroom activity. 
This activity includes an instructional slide 

lesson that shows why saving and sharing seeds 
matters, along with seed packets for students to 

design and fill with provided seeds that will be 
distributed to the community.

Beekeeping and Pollination
3rd Grade

30-45 min. session 

Garden Planning and Design
4th Grade

30-45 min. session

Vermiculture and Soil Lesson
1st Grade

30 min. session

Students will learn about pollination in the 
garden and how plants are pollinated. Students 
will also learn about the practice of beekeeping 

and handle beekeeping equipment while 
focusing on the importance of bees

 as pollinators.

Students will learn why garden planning is 
important, including why some plants should be 
planted as "companions." They will look through 
seed catalogs to choose their own garden plants 

and  design their own garden spaces.

Students will explore the world beneath their

feet and the importance of soil. A lesson will be

taught on soil science using soil samples from 

both the garden and the playground. Students

 will examine the soil using microscopes (to be 

provided by school) and search for 

microorganisms.

CLASSROOM lessons

julie@hopegardensgr.orgwww.hopegardensgr.org616-209-2003

Fall Harvest and Nutrition
2nd Grade

30-45 min. session

Harvesting, Winterizing, and Seed Saving
5th Grade

30-45 min. session

Students will harvest and weigh garden  
produce. They will then prepare a snack using 
the garden harvest and learn the nutritional 

value of the prepared food and the importance 
of eating a healthy, balanced diet.

Students will harvest produce available in the 
garden and learn how to package seeds for saving 
and sharing. Packaged seeds will be  shared with 
other schools through our seed share program. 

Students will also winterize the garden.

Students will  dig for and choose a  worm from 
our worm habitat and then  feed, measure, 

examine the characteristics of and name their  
worm  while learning about the important role 

worms play in our ecosystem. Students will plant 
their worms and pea seeds in the garden.

Sept

In this fun activity, students will learn about  
wind dispersal by acting as the agent of 

dispersal (the wind) as they toss their seeds 
into the prepared pollinator garden space.

25 min. session

Butterfly Garden Celebration
Kindergarten

Students will explore the world beneath their 

feet as they learn about the importance of 

healthy soil. They will microscopes to search for 

microorganisms in soil samples collected from 

both the school garden and the playground. 

Students will start seeds in trays.

May

Oct

Feb Mar

Apr Apr

Seed Saving and Sharing
All grades

Soil Science
6th Grade

30-45 min. session

any
time
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